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Teacher Guidelines-Seed Grant

Call With Questions: 800-220-8386

Awardees will be granted one free software program in exchange for having students write letters to potential donors, telling why they need technology in the classroom. This project should fit easily into your writing curriculum.  Here are your step-by-step instructions.

1) Enhance Your Digital Wish Profile – This will only take a few minutes. Login at http://www.digitalwish.org. Donors will be reviewing your profile, so make it inviting!

· Go shopping and make a lot of wishes. 

· “Edit” your profile. Click the “Settings” tab and display 5-10 wish list items. 

· Add a picture, and tell a good story.  Be enthusiastic! 

· Visit the lesson plan library, find good ideas, and “Add this plan to my account”. 

· Visit “class locator” and search for your friends.  Add friends. 

2) Select Your Targets – We’ve attached some fun donor targets that schools would never typically approach. Our goal is to inundate these large donors with letters from all over the country so they see firsthand, how the lack of technology is a very big crisis for our students…and then grant wishes! 

Some classes are writing to all the targets, letting students pick their favorite. Others are assigning letter-writing repeatedly, using one target per class.  A few teachers are involving their whole school in a letter-writing “blitz”! Don’t forget that you can also write to your own local community. Local letter-writing campaigns will typically garner an immediate response of small donations.  You decide what’s appropriate for your school.  We’ll send the stamps!

3) Students Write and Decorate Letters – Tailor the worksheets below to meet your needs, or download pre-writing templates from here:
http://www.digitalwish.com/dw/digitalwish/fundraising?id=5  

You can use writing templates from the fundraising book too.  Brainstorm project ideas with your students to spark ideas for their letters.  Early-learning classes can draw pictures instead of writing, and then include a short photo-copied letter from the teacher telling your great classroom plans. 

 Insert the donation form, then seal, address, and have students decorate the envelopes.  It’s a great art project too!

4) Contact Me – Heather Chirtea, heather@digitalwish.com, (800) 220-8386

Email me a photo of your kids and letters. Let me know the total number of letters. Pick a software program from Digital Wish.  I’ll send stamps and your software grant.

5) Mail Letters – Don’t mail them all at once!  Mail 1-2 letters each school day, to each target, until you exhaust the pile. We want the donors to receive letters every single day…over a period of time. Enjoy your software grant. 
Student Instruction Sheet

Digital Wish Letter Writing Topics

Here are some topics to guide your letter writing.  Use any or all of these ideas.
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Describe a fun project you’d like to do, using technology. Show your excitement! 

· Tell why it’s an important project for you. 

· What will you learn? 

· Why do you want technology in your school? 

· Explain your needs. Talk about the unique challenges your school faces. 

· Explain how technology skills could help you get a job in the future. 

· Thank the donor for their generosity in advance. 

· Be sure to mention “Digital Wish” somewhere in the letter, for example: “Please make our Digital Wish come true.”  Invite them to visit www.digitalwish.com and donate to your classroom, online. 

For non-writers - Students who are not yet writing, should draw pictures to accompany a photocopied letter from the teacher.

In The Envelope
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Enclose a donation form in each envelope, so that donors know exactly how to make your classroom’s Digital Wish come true. 

(Optional) You can include a print out of your classroom profile so that the donors can learn more about your great plans for technology. 

Pick Your Targets - Address Your Letters

Instructions: Select your targets and use the addresses shown below. 
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The Leona M. and Harry B. Helmsley Charitable Trust

Leona Helmsley ran a hotel empire in New York. She recently passed away, leaving between $4 billion and $8 billion dollars to her charitable trust, with no specific giving priorities.  Digital Wish has proposed that the trust give $1,000 to every school in America for technology, which would require a $116 million dollar donation!  Ms. Helmsley was one of the most giving philanthropists of all times, giving multi-millions to Hurricane Katrina victims, World Trade Center survivors, and a cancer hospital.  She was also a very controversial figure.  In her will, she left $12 million dollars to her dog “Trouble”!

The Oprah Winfrey Show
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Born in a poor town in Mississippi, Oprah Winfrey has risen to build one of the top media empires in America. She’s also one of the most giving philanthropists of our times, contributing tens of millions of dollars to building schools in Africa, supporting scholarships, helping girls attain leadership training, and building new homes for Katrina victims.  She’s granted thousands of Christmas wishes in the past, and has become a true role model, with a history of supporting high-need schools. When writing to Oprah Winfrey please be sure to cover both of these items: 

1. Explain how your school is “high-need” and describe the unique challenges your school face.

2. Ask Oprah to feature Digital Wish on The Oprah Winfrey Show so that we can raise awareness of the technology shortage crisis, for schools across America. 

The Ellen DeGeneres Show 
Ellen DeGeneres gives the gift of laughter to million of viewers, every single day. She loves animals, general goofiness, exposing hidden talents, and she loves making people’s wishes come true! When Ellen DeGeneres features a charity on her show, she often makes a large on-the-spot donation, and then challenges Americans to match her donation. She loves covering stories that are emotionally charged. If Ellen is your target you should:
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Give her the gift of laughter right back! Tell a funny story, draw a fantastic picture, tell a joke, demonstrate your artistic creativity, or describe how technology will help you develop your talents.

2. Ask Ellen to tell your story, and feature Digital Wish on The Ellen DeGeneres Show.

***Use your creativity!
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Digital Wish Donation Form
Donate online at www.digitalwish.org , or use this mail-in form.

Donor Information

Name: _____________________________________________________

Organization (if applicable): ____________________________________

Address:___________________________________________________

City:____________________________
State:_________ Zip:_________

I would like to be acknowledged publicly for my donation.  ( Yes / No ) 

Please use this name:_________________________________________

Donation To: 

School Name: __________________________________State:________

On Behalf of Teacher/Classroom Name:___________________________

Method of Payment

Total Donation Amount $__________________________.

Pay by Check: Make checks payable to “Digital Wish”.

Add school and/or teacher’s name to memo field of check.

Credit Card (circle one)    Visa      Mastercard       Amex       Discover

Credit Card #: ____________________________________

Expiration Date:____/_____ CVV2 Code:______________

Exact name on card: ______________________________

Credit Card Billing Address (if different from above):

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

Please return to school, mail, or fax to:
Digital Wish, Attention: Donations

PO Box 1072, Manchester Center, Vermont 05255-1072

Digital Wish Fax: 802-375-6860, Phone: (802) 375-6721

All donations will be immediately applied to classroom technology wishes!
�


Don’t forget to enclose a donation form in each letter. Then decorate your envelopes with colorful drawings, stickers and greetings!
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The Oprah Show


Attention: Oprah Winfrey


What matters to you?


110 N. Carpenter St.�Chicago, IL 60607








The Leona M. and Harry B. Helmsley Charitable Trust


230 Park Ave., Ste. 659


New York, NY 10169





Write to any of these 5 trustees:


Attn: Mr. Sandor Frankel


Attn: Mr. Alvin Rosenthal


Attn: Mr. David Panzirer


Attn: Mr. Walter Panzirer


Attn: Mr. John Codey





The Ellen DeGeneres Show 


Attention: Ellen DeGeneres


PO Box 7788 


Burbank, CA 91523
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Digital Wish, P.O. Box 1072, Manchester Center, VT 05250, www.digitalwish.org  

Phone: (802) 375-6721 Fax: (802) 375-6860

Make your Digital Wish come true!

